The Yuma Desalting Plant Pilot Run Program – Frequently Asked Questions
Central Arizona Project, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and water providers in California and Nevada are partnering in a year-long experiment to determine what would be needed to bring the Yuma Desalting Plant back into operation. The pilot run program is scheduled to begin in May 2010. 
What is the Yuma Desalting Plant?
· The Yuma Desalting Plant (YDP), authorized in 1974 and completed in 1992, is designed to treat salty agricultural runoff from farmland in southwestern Arizona. The treated water would then flow to the Colorado River, into Mexico, fulfilling a portion of the U.S./Mexico Colorado River Treaty. Sending the treated water to Mexico would preserve an equal amount of Colorado River water in Lake Mead. Damaged by heavy flooding in 1993, the YDP has operated only briefly since that time.
What Happened to the Agricultural Runoff?
· The farm runoff that the YDP would have treated was instead sent to a small, stagnant, swampy area near the Colorado River delta in Mexico. The steady supply of the runoff water, more than 3 billion gallons a year, caused the wetlands to expand from a few dozen acres to more than 40,000 acres. The Cienega de Santa Clara has become important habitat for endangered birds and fish.
What is the Purpose of the YDP Pilot Program?
· The Bureau of Reclamation will operate the YDP at 1/3 capacity for 1 year to answer the following questions:
1. What upgrades and replacements are needed to bring the YDP to full operation and the likely costs?
2. How will restarting the YDP impact the Cienega de Santa Clara and what actions can minimize those affects and protect the wetlands?
3. What role can the YDP play in assuring long-term water supplies for the Colorado River basin states and Mexico?  
Why is CAP involved?
· Because the untreated agricultural runoff does not count as part of the U.S. treaty obligation to Mexico, water to fulfill the treaty must come from Lake Mead. As a result, the level of Lake Mead falls an extra foot in elevation each year. This increases the risk of a shortage to Colorado River water users, especially CAP.
· During a shortage, CAP has the lowest priority of Colorado River water users, so CAP supplies are reduced first.  Operating the YDP water could make a difference by saving water in Lake Mead, and also provide higher quality water to Mexico.
· Exploring the operation of the YDP is one of CAP's strategies to protect CAP supplies from shortage.  The YDP represents another method of water conservation that can stretch the existing Colorado River water supply, even in times of drought.
Why is this Important to Me?
1. Arizona has been in a drought for at least 10 years and this may be the new "normal"’ Providing a new water supply in a manner that protects valuable wildlife habitat is an important step in ensuring adequate water resources for the future.
Where Can I Get More Information?
Visit the Yuma Desalting Plant page on our web site at www.cap-az.com/public-information/criticalissues/ .
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